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Subject:  "WEATHER  SUPERSTITIOUS  AND  SAYINGS. "     Infornation  fron  the  Weather  Bu- 
reau, U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Our  Washington  reporter  has  heen  visiting  the  U.  S.  Weather  Bureau.  She 

writes: 

"If  you  "believe  the  noon  celestial 
Can  govern  growth  of  plants  terrestrial — 
And  nany  folks  "believe  it  strong, 
I  can't  convince  you,  "but  you4  rc  wrong." 

"The  scientists  at  the  U,   S.  Weather  Bureau  support  this  quotation  fron 
someone  named  Adans  who  lives  in  New  York  State.     Instead  of  "bringing  you  news  of 
the  important  meteorological  studies  and  observations  of  the  "bureau,   so  necessary 
to  farmers,  businessmen,  transportation  agencies,  and  aviation,  I've  decided  to  talk 
about  weather  in  a  lighter  vein  today.     Authorities  say  that  no  on- far  mi  ng  is  noon- 
shine,  but  that  there  is  considerable  scientific  basis  for  some  of  the  weather 
proverbs  and  notions  that  have  persisted  even  from  Bible  days.    You'll  find  that 
one  about  a  red  sky  in  the  evening  in  the  Book  of  Matthew. 

"But  first,  let's  dismiss  the  weather  beliefs  that  are  pure  superstition, 
folklore,  or  hearsay.     It  makes  no  difference  whether  a  farmer  plants  his  potatoes 
in  the  'dark  of  the  moon'   or  not,  or  when  the  'stars  huddle'  because  the  moon  and 
the  stars  cannot  influence  plants  or  animals  growing  on  this  earth  in  any  way, 

"Nobody  can  make  it  rain  or  stop  it  from  raining,  though  many  have  tried  to 
do  one  or  the  other.    Precipitation-  which  means  rain  or  snow-  occurs  on  such  a 
vast  scale  over  such  relatively  immense  areas  that  nothing  puny  mankind  can  do, 
affects  it    to  any  appreciable  degree.    Even  the  idea  that  rain  often  follows  a  big 
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battle  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  battle.     In  regions  subject  to  spells  of  good 
and  rainy  weather ,  the  movements  of  troops  have  occurred  "between  rainy  spells,  on 
favorable  days. 

"The  Heather  Bureau  says  there's  nothing  in  the  idea  that  bees  store  more 
honey  or  animals  grow  thicker  fur  in  anticipation  of  a  cold  winter.    They  say  that 
those  activities  are  the  result  of  weather  conditions  already  past  and  have  nothing 
to  do  with  the  future.    As  for  beliefs  that  associate  a  certain  kind  of  weather 
with  special  key  or  control  days-  those  are  all  nonsense,  too.    Groundhog  Day,  St. 
Swithin' s  Day,  or  Fourth  of  July  do  not  and  cannot  live  up  to  the  prophecies  made 
for  them.    Several  of  these  predictions  mention  a  period  of  40  days  of  rain.  This 
possibly  dates  from  the  story  of  Noah's  Ark,  hut  climatic  data  do  not  justify  this 
or  any  other  period  governed  by  a  special  day. 

"A  favorite  belief  is  that  we  no  longer  have  'good  old-fashioned  cold 
winters',  but  the  records  of  definite  places  say  we  do,  in  just  about  the  same  rota- 
tion with  mild  winters  as  formerly.    Our  memories  exaggerate.     And  the  idea  that 
summer  thunder  sours  milk  is  also  wrong.     If  milk  sours  on  a  day  when  it  thundered, 
the  heat  that  preceded  the  thunderstorm  caused  bacterial  growth  and  spoilage. 

"Nov;  for  some  weather  proverbs  that  are  acceptable  to  those  who  know  most 
about  the  causes  for  weather  conditions.    Many  of  the  proverbs  are  rhymed  and  arc 
easy  to  remember,  so  they  are  well-known.    The  question  of  whether  or  not  it's 
going  to  rain  has  always  troubled  human  beings,  and  many  of  the  sayings  give  clues 
to  the  answer, 

M,A  red  sun  has  water  in  his  eye.'     This  refers  to  a  humid  atmospheric  con- 
dition which  makes  the  sun  look  like  a  fiery  ball-  which  is  highly  favorable  to  the 
occurrence  of  rain.    An  analogous  thought,  referring,  however,   to  the  sky  in  the 
general  direction  of  the  sun,  and  not  to  the  sun  itself,  mentioned  in  the  Book  of 
Matthew  is  expressed  in  rhymed  form  as  follows: 
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Sky  red  in  the  morning, 

Is  a  sailor's  sure  warning; 

Sky  red  at  night 

Is  the  sailor's  delight.' 


"There's  a  similar  proverb  about  rainbows,  which  is  natural,  because  the 
local  conditions  that  produce  rain  often  cause  rainbows.     The  N0rsc  have  a  lovely- 
description  for  a  rainbow-  they  call  it  'the  bridge  of  the  gods.' 

"The  Zuni  Indians  say  'When  the  sun  is  in  his  house  it  will  rain  soon.1 
They  nean  that  the  sun  has  a  halo  or  ring.     Meteorologists  say  this  is  an  indica- 
tion of  rain  which  can  be  scientifically  explained. 

"Cloud  formations  are  affected  by  storm  and  wind  conditions  and  so  some  of 
the  proverbs  about  them  deserve  credence. 


Mackerel  scales  and  mare1  s  tails 
Make  lofty  ships  carry  low  sails.' 


"That's  a  saying  as  old  as  sailing  vessels  and  is  a  true  prediction  of  an 
oncoming  storm.     Another  storm  warning  is  unusual  clearness  of  sounds,  due  to 
changes  in  the  atmosphere  set  up  by  the  approaching  disturbance. 

'When  the  forest  murmurs  and  the  mountain  roars 
Then  close  your  windows  and  shut  the  doors.' 

"On  the  sea  coast  this  curious  sound  effect  is  noticeable  off  harbor  shoals. 
Tennyson  referred  to  it  when  he  said, 

'And  may  there  be  no  moaning    of  the  bar 
When  I  put  out  to  sea. ' 

"A  continuous  covering  of  snow  incident  to  a  cold  winter  not  only  delays 
blossoming  of  fruit  trees  until  after  killing  frosts,  but  prevents  destructive 
alternate  thawing  and  freezing.     So  it  is  correct  to  say, 


'Year  of  snow 
Fruit  will  grow. ' 


"The  admonition  to  'Do  business  with  men  when  the  wind  is  in  the  northwest' 
seems  to  be  based  on  the  fact  that  the  northwest  winds  are  cool,  dry,  and  bracing, 
stimulating  courage,  zest  and  pep.  Women's  hair  is  said  to  be  a  reliable  guide  to 
atmospheric  moist-ore,   since  it  is  more  or  less  hygroscopic. 

'Curls  that  kink  and  cords  that  bind, 
Signs  of  rain  and  heavy  wind.' 

.nrfo,  "Weather  scientists  say  that  the  idea  that  July  is  the  hottest  month  is  sup- 
thl        y         movement  of  the  sun.     At  the  summer  solstice,  June  21,   the  heat  from 
^ronnlf1  thc  eround  nost  intensely,  but  the  air  in  contact  with  the  warmed 

feiouna  absorbs  heat  more  slowly  and  we  do  not  begin  to  feel  it  until  a  few  weeks 
*n™  \  }?  reverse  the  same  thing  is  true  when  we  say  that  February  has  the  most 
axow,  following  several  weeks  after  the  winter  solstice,  December  21,  when  the  least 
annlpt3  fDrorocd  ^  tilG  ground,   from  the  sun.     There  are  many  other  interesting  ex- 
thptp  V         i  scientific  data  bear  out  popular  notions  about  the  weather.  3ut 
se  cases  should  never  be  confused  with  moon-farming  or  rain-making  J 11 

That's  all  of  our  letter  about  weather  beliefs  and  superstitions. 


